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Thursday, July 24, 2025 - Horseback Riding with The Chosen
Youth Group
Time & Location: TBD

Friday, August 8, 2025 — Annual CCDSS Back-to-School Event
Time: 10:00 AM — 2:00 PM
Location: CCDSS

Thursday, September 18, 2025 — Exiting Out-of-Home Care:
Living Independently
Time: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: CCDSS
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Fostering is hard work and they weren’t kidding when they said it takes a village! Partnering
with DSS, supporting reunification, and navigating the court process while caring for children
with complicated stories and big feelings can seem
unmanageable. Join us as we explore strategies and tips for navigating our system while
reviewing the nuts and bolts of foster parenting in Maryland.

This cultural competency training is designed to create dialogue around being an adult ally
for LGBTQ+ youth by informing participants about common terminology, the “coming out”
process, and challenges at home, in school, and the community.

This seminar will provide an overview of "typical” childhood sexual behavior and
development, and the factors that influence healthy versus unhealthy patterns. Participants
will explore their own beliefs related to sexuality, as well as commmon myths and realities of
childhood sexual abuse. The immediate and long-term impact of childhood sexual abuse will
be discussed, and participants will gain a better understanding of the characteristics of
children and teens who are more likely to exhibit sexualized and abusive behavior.

Being placed with a sibling during a time of the unknown creates a small sense of normality.
However, despite the benefit most siblings are often separated when they enter the foster
care system. This webinar will explore how to help children process, grieve, and thrive despite
sibling separation so that they can have healing connections. This training will
provide tools, caregiver recommendations, and strategies to help siblings stay connected
and heal during the separation process.

The purpose of this training is to help foster and adoptive parents understand concepts and
definitions related to enhancing resiliency in children who have experienced loss,
separation, or other traumatic experiences; understand the protective factors; how to build
upon protective factors; become aware of strategies that support children and develop their
identity, self-esteem, and skills towards self- advocacy.
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June is National Reunification Month—a time to honor the efforts to reunite children in
foster care with their families. It highlights the importance of supporting families in
overcoming challenges and creating safe, stable homes. This month also recognizes
the dedication of those who make reunification possible and reminds us that,
whenever safe and possible, children thrive best with their families.

July is National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month, focused on raising
awareness of the unique mental health challenges faced by racial and ethnic
minority communities. It highlights disparities in care, the impact of stigma, and the
need for culturally competent, equitable mental health services for all.

-

September is National Kinship Care Month, a time to honor the vital role of relatives
and close family friends who step in to care for children when parents cannot. Kinship
care preserves family bonds and cultural roots, offering stability and support. These
caregivers often face unique challenges and deserve recognition, resources, and
support to help children thrive.

2~ .Y 2

e X '

HAFPPY LABOR DAY



NewsieLier

Ohestes (o WWWWW

On May 9th, we proudly honored Ms. Green as the 2025 Charles County
Resource Parent of the Year.
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